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Abstract
Georgia has seen a steady increase in the capacity of its charter schools to serve all students. The number of students attending charter schools in Georgia has almost doubled since it was awarded its last CSP grant in 2010. With another CSP award, the Opportunity School District, and New Schools for Georgia, Georgia will have an opportunity to permanently transform its charter landscape for the better. Georgia’s focus on quality over the last five years will allow GaDOE to focus on implementing high quality authorizing and accountability. GaDOE will utilize the CSP grant to advance GaDOE’s work to close achievement gaps and focus on educationally disadvantaged populations. 

A CSP grant will help GaDOE:
1. To increase the number of high quality charter schools in Georgia, especially among underserved students in rural and urban settings. Objective 1 directly aligns with expanding the number of high quality charter schools. 
2. Improve student outcomes for students attending charter schools, specifically for educationally disadvantaged students.
3. Increase the number of educationally disadvantaged students attending high quality charter schools around the state.
4. Increase support for charter schools and charter schools’ academic success in working with students of all backgrounds, including students with disabilities, students of all racial and economic backgrounds, and ensuring compliance with all special education and civil rights laws.

GaDOE requests a waiver from 5202(d)(1) to allow substantial expansion grants as part of Georgia’s implementation grant program. This will allow GaDOE to maximize the schools it already has and create greater capacity within high functioning schools. 

