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Florida Department of Education: 2016 CSP Proposal Executive Summary


With this proposal for the 2016 Charter Schools Program grant (CSP), the Florida
Department of Education is poised to drive system-wide improvements to one of the most
significant charter school landscapes of any state.

The sweeping plan aims to leverage the CSP to reform the very building blocks of the charter school space and ensure that all students, regardless of income or ZIP code, have access to a high-quality public school. By enhancing the capacity of charter school authorizers, advancing outcome-based accountability, and identifying and supporting visionary leaders committed to serving our highest-need children, the Department is focused on the following goals:

Goal 1: Increase academic achievement of educationally disadvantaged students

Goal 2: Increase academic achievement of all students

Goal 3: Decrease the achievement gap

Goal 4: Increase access to high-quality charter schools

A rigorous selection process for sub-grantees, driven by an innovative partnership with
the National Association of Charter School Authorizers, will further assure that high-quality
charter schools benefitting from CSP support will thrive in high-need areas.  

No applicant will escape a full vetting, from the experienced operator to the promising upstart, though the type of evaluation will vary with the developer. To accomplish this, the Department is requesting $23 million for each year of a five-year grant period, for a total of $116.8 million.[footnoteRef:1] The Department is well-positioned to accomplish these goals, as it has successfully supported the charter school sector in the Sunshine State for the last 20 years. [1:  This document represents the applicant's original request outlined in its FY 2016 SEA application.  Actual award amounts and timelines have been adjusted to address issues such as allowable costs, grantee waiver requests, considerations regarding the state’s charter school pipeline, and other active CSP grants.] 





