INVESTING IN INNOVATION FUND (i3)

Examples of Eligible Record of Improvements
Description

The Department of Education understands that each Local Educational Agency (LEA) or Nonprofit in partnership with one or more LEAs or consortium of schools may have differing ways of meeting the record of improvement requirement, which requires that the lead applicant include in its application information or data, from two different points in time, that demonstrate increased student achievement due to efforts of the LEA or nonprofit.
SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #1: Closing achievement gaps between groups of students described in section 111 (b)(2)  
LEA Requirements for Record of Improvement
(1)(a) The eligible applicant has significantly closed the achievement gaps between groups of students described in section 1111(b)(2) of the ESEA (economically disadvantaged students, students from major racial and ethnic groups, students with limited English proficiency, students with disabilities); 

OR 
(1)(b) The eligible applicant has demonstrated success in significantly increasing student academic achievement for all groups of students described in such section; 

AND

(2) Have made significant improvements in other areas, such as graduation rates or increased recruitment and placement of high-quality teachers and principals, as demonstrated with meaningful data
Sample 1 LEA 1(a) 
Math EOG Growth: End-of-Grade math achievement showed a strong five year gain of 18 percentage points for all students and a 19 percentage point or more increase among African American, Hispanic, multi-racial, and economically disadvantaged students, as shown in Table 1. The school district has closed the achievement gap in math between all students and at least one group described in section 1111(b)(2) of the ESEA.
	Table 1. End of Grade Math Achievement Proficiency Rates

	Student Group
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	Total % gains

	All Students
	60%
	65%
	69%
	75%
	78%
	18%

	Black
	53%
	59%
	63%
	70%
	73%
	20%

	Hispanic
	57%
	63%
	69%
	74%
	76%
	19%


SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #2: Closing achievement gaps between groups of students described in section 111 (b)(2)  
Sample 2 LEA 1(a) 
During the 2010-2011 school years, 123 County School District increased student achievement and proficiency of those taking AP English courses by 20%. Additionally, 123 County School District organization’s Reading curriculum program has decreased the achievement gap for English Language Learner (ELL) students by 5%. In 2010-2011, the achievement gap difference was 35% between all students ELL students. In 2013-2014, the gap is now 30% between all students and ELL students at 123 County School District.  
	AP English Proficiency Levels

	 
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	% change

	All Students
	65%
	72%
	75%
	78%
	82%
	17%

	ELL Students
	30%
	37%
	45%
	48%
	52%
	22%


OR

SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #3: Significantly increasing student academic achievement for all groups of students described in in section 111 (b)(2)  
Sample 1 LEA 1(b) 
123 County School District has made substantial progress in increasing proficiency rates for 8th grade students taking Algebra I from 2012-2014. In 2012, 55% of students were proficient in Algebra 1 whereas in 2014 70% of students became proficient due to 123’s STEM First intervention program. There was also an increase in proficiency for ELL students of 24% and students from low income households for 27% due to STEM First’s project implementation between 2012-2014.
	8th Grade Algebra 1 Proficiency Levels

	123 STEM First Intervention Period
	2012
	2013
	2014
	% change

	All Students
	55%
	63%
	70%
	15%

	ELL Students
	35%
	47%
	59%
	24%

	Students from Low Income Households
	39%
	52%
	66%
	27%


SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #4: Significantly increasing student academic achievement for all groups of students described in in section 111 (b)(2)  
Sample 2 LEA 1(b)
Middle and High School Growth: As evidenced in Table 1, between 2010-2014, ABC Middle and High School saw significant growth in student academic achievement for all students: the percentage of English language learners and Free and Reduced lunch students passing state benchmark tests saw a 19% increase in math proficiency, 14% increase in science proficiency, and 9% increase in reading proficiency over the last five years.

	Table 1: 2010-2014 State-wide  Achievement Levels Grades 3-8 Percent of All Students Scoring Proficient or Advanced

	

	Content
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	% Point Increase

	Reading/LA
	35%
	39%
	41%
	40%
	41%
	8.9

	Math
	27%
	33%
	39%
	43%
	45%
	18.6

	Science
	36%
	29%
	45%
	46%
	50%
	14

	Social Studies
	71%
	72%
	75%
	76%
	77%
	6

	Source: ABC Public Schools, Achievement Levels, 2010-2014


And 
SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #5: Has made significant improvements in other areas, such as graduation rates or increased recruitment and placement of high-quality teachers and principals, as demonstrated with meaningful data
Sample 1 LEA (2) 
Higher Learning School District improved graduation rates with an overall percentage of 11% of students graduating on time. The rate was 77.9 % in 2013 and 66.9 % in 2012 for all students. 
	Higher Learning School District Graduation Rates

	School Year
	2011-2012
	2012-2013
	% Change

	Percentage Points for All Students
	66.90%
	77.90%
	11.0%


SAMPLE Record of Improvement for LEAs #6: Has made significant improvements in other areas, such as graduation rates or increased recruitment and placement of high-quality teachers and principals, as demonstrated with meaningful data
Sample 2 LEA (2)
In 2011, 123 School District decreased attrition for new teachers (new teachers are defined as teaching for 3 or fewer years) by 3%. In 2011, the rate was 13% whereas in 2013, the rate is now 10%. 
	123 School District Teacher Attrition Rates for 2011-2013 school years

	Year
	2011-2012
	2012-2013
	% Change

	Percentage Points for All Students
	13.00%
	10.00%
	-3%


SAMPLE Record of Improvement for Nonprofit organizations #7: The nonprofit organization has a record of significantly improving student achievement, attainment, or retention through the assistance it has provided to an LEA or schools. 
Nonprofit Requirement for Record of Improvement:
(1) The nonprofit organization has a record of significantly improving student achievement, attainment, or retention through the assistance it has provided to an LEA or schools. 

Sample 1 Nonprofit 

Over a period of 4 years, Education Frontier’s  teacher trainers provided coaching and mentoring services to administrators and teachers in 2 high poverty and minority Title I schools located in 123 County School District. Achievement gains increased during the duration of the intervention for students receiving the intervention in grades 6-8 at 123 County School District. 
The following table(Table 1) illustrates the gains in the percentage of students at or above goal levels based on State Test (ST for grades 6-8) from 2007-2011.
Table 1.

	% at or above goal on Math State Test

	Grade
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	Overall % change

	
	123 LEA
	State
	123 LEA
	State
	123 LEA
	State
	123 LEA
	State
	123 LEA
	State

	6
	35.00%
	39.30%
	38.00%
	39.20%
	42.00%
	49.50%
	57.00%
	63.90%
	22%
	24%

	7
	52.70%
	55.50%
	42.40%
	65.40%
	51.00%
	69.90%
	65.00%
	80.30%
	12.30%
	24.80%

	8
	49.00%
	53.20%
	55.60%
	67.80%
	58.00%
	72.50%
	64.00%
	77.20%
	15%
	24%

	Source: 123 State Department of Education


*Please note that State Level data is not needed to meet record of improvement requirements. 
SAMPLE Record of Improvement for Nonprofit organizations #8: The nonprofit organization has a record of significantly improving student achievement, attainment, or retention through the assistance it has provided to an LEA or schools. 
Sample 2 Nonprofit  
123 Organization has increased student retention by decreasing Emory High School and Sydney High School’s dropout rates. During the 2013-2014 school years, Emory’s dropout rate was at 20% of student failing to complete high school. Sydney’s dropout rate was at 15% of students failing to complete high school. With the smart balance intervention program implemented by 123 Organization to the two high schools, during the 2014-2015 school year, the dropout rates decreased to 12% for Emory High School and 8% for Sydney High School. 

	123 Organization's Smart Balance Student Retention Program

	 
	2013-2014
	2014-2015
	% Change

	Emory High  School
	20%
	12%
	-8%

	Sydney High School
	15%
	8%
	-7%
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