U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS
CRADLE TO COLLEGE AND CAREER

2016 CALL FOR PEER REVIEWERS


CONTEXT: The U.S. Department of Education (ED), Office of Innovation and Improvement (OII), is seeking individuals to serve as peer reviewers for the FY 2016 Promise Neighborhoods implementation grant competitions. Promise Neighborhoods is a competitive grant program that supports cradle-to-college and career services designed to improve educational and developmental outcomes for students in distressed neighborhoods. Evidence shows that children who are low-income and grow up in high-poverty neighborhoods face education and life challenges above and beyond those faced by children who are low-income and grow up in neighborhoods with low levels of poverty. President Obama, ED, and Congress have responded to this challenge by introducing Promise Neighborhoods to support the transformation of high-poverty communities into communities of opportunity. Qualified peer reviewers must meet some of the criteria listed below. 
NOTE: Even if you previously applied to be a peer reviewer under the Promise Neighborhoods program or any other ED program, please submit a current resume and peer reviewer application form to Richard.Kress@ed.gov by: August 15, 2016 to be considered for this new competition in 2016.

SPECIALIZED WORK EXPERIENCE OR EDUCATION

EARLY LEARNING

Designing or/and implementing or/and evaluating early learning programs for children from birth through the 3rd grade in underserved communities.
SPECIALIZED WORK EXPERIENCE OR EDUCATION (cont.)
EDUCATION/SCHOOL REFORM
Breadth of knowledge about current comprehensive K-12 school improvement strategies (including out of school-time programs) and research findings, including how to apply those strategies in a variety of settings.
Breadth of knowledge about the current strategies and research findings regarding neighborhood and education improvement, and how to apply those strategies and research findings in a variety of settings
Breadth of knowledge about current college and career-readiness strategies for low-income middle, junior high and high school students and research findings, including how to apply those strategies in a variety of settings.

Experience creating, and/or maintaining effective multiple partnerships including Federal, state, local and private entities in a variety of settings and successfully engaging diverse groups of stakeholders.

Experience in family and community engagement strategies and support or social work
NEED, SEGMENTATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL ANALYSIS


Experience conducting, analyzing or summarizing needs assessments 

Experience conducting, analyzing or summarizing segmentation analysis 

Experience with and knowledge of effective operational and organizational /management infrastructure (e.g. people, processes, accountability structures, technology, program and grant management).

Experience in analyzing budgets in terms of cost reasonableness to perform the tasks to be completed successfully

Experience in analyzing budgets in terms of adequacy to perform the tasks to be completed successfully
EVALUATION

Ability to determine if evaluation methods include the use of objective performance measures related to intended outcomes and structured to produce quantitative and qualitative data.

Ability to determine if data is collected, analyzed and used for decision-making, learning, continuous improvement and accountability.

Understanding of longitudinal data systems that integrate student data from multiple sources.

Understanding privacy laws that govern the use of student data.

Experience analyzing the rationale for proposed processes, products, strategies, or practices that includes a logic model.

EXPERIENCE GAINED AS A GRANT REVIEWER

Reviewing and commenting on needs assessments 

Reviewing and commenting on segmentation analysis

Reviewing and commenting about current comprehensive school improvement strategies and research findings, including how to apply those strategies in a variety of settings.

Reviewing and commenting on partnership efforts in Federal grant applications

Experience in analyzing budgets in terms of cost reasonableness to perform the tasks to be completed successfully

Experience in analyzing budgets in terms of adequacy to perform the tasks to be completed successfully

